
Economy, Residents and Communities Scrutiny Committee – 12-07-2021 
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ECONOMY, RESIDENTS AND COMMUNITIES 
SCRUTINY COMMITTEE HELD AT BY TEAMS ON MONDAY, 12 JULY 2021 

 
PRESENT: County Councillor M J Dorrance (Chair) 
County Councillors D Selby, G Jones, K W Curry, D O Evans, J Pugh, J Wilkinson, 
J Charlton, K Lewis, L V Corfield and D Jones-Poston 
 
Cabinet Portfolio Holders In Attendance: County Councillors Aled Davies (Deputy 
Leader and Portfolio Holder for Finance and Transport), Iain McIntosh (Portfolio 
Holder for Economic Development, Planning and Housing), Beverley Baynham 
(Portfolio Holder for Corporate Governance, Engagement and Regulatory Services). 
 
Officers: Nigel Brinn (Corporate Director - Economy and Environment), Gwilym Davies 
(Head of Property, Planning and Public Protection), Nina Davies (Head of Housing 
and Community Development), Wyn Richards (Scrutiny Manager and Head of 
Democratic Services), Andy Thompson (Service Manager – Tenancy Services) and 
Fay Smith (Community Safety Partnership Co-ordinator) 
 

1.  APOLOGIES  

 
Apologies for absence were received from County Councillors K Roberts-Jones 
and P Pritchard and Cabinet Portfolio Holders County Councillors R Harries, H 
Hulme and R Powell. 

 

2.  DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST  

 
There were no disclosures of interest by Members relating to items to be 
considered at the meeting 

 

3.  DECLARATION OF PARTY WHIPS  

 
The Committee did not receive any disclosures of prohibited party whips which a 
Member has been given in relation to the meeting in accordance with Section 
78(3) of the Local Government Measure 2011. 

 

4.  COMMUNITY SAFETY PARTNERSHIP - UPDATE  

 
Documents Considered: 

 Report of the Community Safety Partnership Co-ordinator. 
 
Issues Discussed: 

 The report is an overview of the main subjects under consideration within 
Community Safety currently. 

 Wales Safer Communities Board and Network. This commenced in 2016 
following an Audit Wales review which made a number of 
recommendations. Subsequently there was a multi agency review led by 
Welsh Government which proposed a number of recommendations in 
2017 including establishing the Safer Communities Programme.  

 This multi agency programme has been operating since 2017 and 
concluded in September 2020 and was replaced by the Safer 
Communities Board. A network was also developed which has been in 
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place for six months. The Board reviewed the programme and developed 
five key ambitions. 

 An update was provided on the Community Safety Partnership priorities, 
including crime, road safety, substance misuse, reducing re-offending and 
community cohesion. 

 

 Questions: 
 

Where is the information from the 
Safer Communities Board 
disseminated. Does it integrate with 
the Public Service Board (PSB) as 
this is integral to their role. Will 
Councillors be involved in this 
Board. 
 
Comment: 
It is disappointing where the Safer 
Communities Board reports to. The 
gap is that the Safer Communities 
Board is about what's happening on 
the ground whilst the PSB is very 
strategic. 

This Board reports occasionally to the 
Co-ordinator. It is not known whether 
it reports to the Public Service Board 
(PSB). The Community Safety 
Partnership does not have links to the 
PSB, however the police are invited to 
the PSB.  
The Corporate Director advised that 
there is no direct regular report from 
the Community Safety Partnership to 
the PSB. The PSB sets its own 
agenda and that could be reviewed in 
the future. If the Committee is of the 
view that the profile of the Community 
Safety Partnership should be raised 
with PSB then it could make that 
recommendation. The Probation 
Service is not represented on the 
PSB. 

Active travel and road safety.  
From 2023 all towns centres will 
have 20 mph speed limits imposed. 
How is this progressing in Powys 
and do we know where designated 
areas will be. There were ten pilots 
across Wales, none of which were 
in Powys. 
 
 
Comment: 
Can an update be provided to a 
future meeting. Could the Co-
ordinator raise this at the board to 
ensure the Board is updated. 

Not aware of locations as yet. This 
was raised at the road safety 
partnership. It will be taken forward by 
officers within the highway authority. It 
will be of interest to the road safety 
partnership rather than a piece of 
work it would be undertaking. 
The Corporate director indicated that 
Powys did bid for a pilot site but was 
unsuccessful. The detail of the 
scheme will be a matter for the 
Highways Service. The first series of 
all Wales meetings have been 
convened. Information on progress 
could be made available to the 
Committee. The delay in the project 
has been to sort out the detail. 20 
mph speed limits will be the norm but 
there will be exceptions. 

Can we have a list of the Boards, 
who is on them and their aims and 
objectives.  
We are promoting active travel with 

The Co-ordinator agreed to try and 
produce a list of Boards for the 
Committee. 
The issue of cyclist safety has been 
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cyclists. There has been an 
increasing number of potential 
accidents as cyclists are dressing 
inappropriately and they cannot be 
seen as they are dressed in black. 
There is a need for a safety 
campaign. 

raised previously. The Co-ordinator 
agreed to raise it again with the road 
safety partnership. 

Is the Community Safety 
Partnership undertaking any work 
on cold calling.  

Work is undertaken by Trading 
Standards and there is a banking 
protocol in place. A great deal of 
messaging has been issued on social 
media especially in 2020 warning 
about scams and fraud. From the 
Council's point of view the first point of 
contact would be Trading Standards 
and work has also been undertaken 
by Community Cohesion. 

Substance Misuse Strategy.  
The Area Planning Board needs to 
establish a new strategy from 2022 
onwards, has there been learning 
from the current provision and what 
was the scope provided to the 
consultants for the needs 
assessment. 
 
Comment: 
Can the Committee be advised 
when the assessment will be 
completed. 

As the needs assessment is currently 
being undertaken which will help 
develop the new strategy, it is difficult 
to know how much the strategy will 
change. 
The needs assessment criteria can be 
provided as well. 

Methods to stop reoffending.  
How are we meeting the statutory 
duty to reduce reoffending Is it 
working. Should we be doing things 
differently. In particular with 
VAWDASV are we working with 
perpetrators to change behaviours 
and reduce reoffending. 

Powys was one of the first to pilot a 
perpetrators programme which is 
continuing as it was deemed to be 
successful and is being rolled out. 
  
Information on the success of the 
reoffending strategy could be provided 
to the Committee. 

Community Safety Partnership - 
who sets the priorities, how are 
they informed and how are they 
resourced. 

Some of the priorities are statutory 
such as reoffending and substance 
misuse. There are some Powys 
specific priorities. There is a 
requirement in the legislation for an 
annual strategic assessment but data 
from agencies has become scarce 
over the past few years. Therefore, 
the Co-ordinator reviewed plans and 
strategic assessments from other 
agencies and amalgamated those 
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together into the priorities. The need 
for a strategic assessment is currently 
under review at an all Wales basis. 
Some authorities have not produced a 
strategic assessment for years. The 
Co-ordinator through various 
meetings obtains and understanding 
of the general trends in Powys, which 
the Community Safety Partnership 
agreed. However, the priorities are 
usually the same such as road safety 
which is a priority for Powys. 

The nature of crime is that it is a 
changing industry and agencies 
need to react to this.  
If someone complains about a 
noise issue, how is this dealt with. 

If it relates to a local authority tenant, 
the Housing Service takes the lead. If 
it is a private owner this would be 
dealt with by the Environmental 
Health Service as long as its a 
statutory noise issue. Much of the rise 
in noise complaints last year was 
because of increased noise levels 
around people's homes as people 
were working at home, as were school 
children. However, this is not anti-
social behaviour. However, following 
noise levels decreasing, when 
lockdown eased noise levels 
increased and there were complaints 
due to perceived anti-social behaviour 
which was as people were out and 
about again.  
Anti-social behaviour reporting has 
now returned to more usual levels as 
lockdown restrictions have eased. 
The Head of Service advised that 
Environmental Health officers deal 
with noise complaint and they contact 
a complainant within three days to 
discuss the complaint and what 
actions are possible to resolve the 
problem. There is resource in 
Environmental health to deal with 
these issues. 

Is the Portfolio Holder confident 
that the Community Safety 
Partnership is meeting the needs of 
communities in Powys. 

Overall, the team is doing a really 
good job. As everywhere else in the 
Council the team could do with more 
resources. Team are working hard to 
deal with issues as they are coming 
in. 

There are questions about 
resources to deliver comprehensive 

The Portfolio Holder indicated that as 
yet she did not understand all of the 
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services. There is also a lack of 
information in the report about 
whether the Council is meeting its 
statutory targets. 

Boards which the Co-ordinator 
attends. She was happy that the 
Council was meeting its objectives but 
would be happy to be challenged.   
It was recognised that there is a need 
to make more data available to 
scrutiny about how the team was 
achieving its objectives and priorities 
e.g. anti-social behaviour. 
  

The Committee will be reviewing 
this matter again in November, In 
the interim could it receive data on 
reoffending and the substance 
misuse strategy that would assist 
the Committee. 

The Portfolio Holder indicated that the 
information requests she had noted 
related to: 

 Reoffending statistics and 
perpetrator programme. 

 List of boards. 

 20mph limits 
 Active travel – cyclist safety 

 Trading Standards and Noise 

There is a lack of detail in some of 
the information provided. The 
Boards are only as good as the 
people delivering it and there have 
been examples of where 
expectations have not been 
delivered such as the Manchester 
Arena bombing.  

The Manchester Arena bombing 
scenario sits under the Contest Board 
and there is a significant amount of 
work progressing in relation to 
Contest. The Wales governance 
structure has been reviewed with the 
establishment of Contest Cymru 
together with regional boards and 
local Contest Boards. A new 
framework is being developed and 
work in relation to Contest 
Ambassadors. WRAP training 
(counter terrorism) has been 
undertaken in 2021 involving all 
departments.  
 
The Committee was requested that if 
there were any areas that it wished to 
identify for consideration at the next 
meeting that the Co-ordinator be 
advised so that it can be included in 
the next report. 
  
The Head of Service indicated that as 
part of the Integrated Business Plan 
for the Service area, performance 
measures for Community Safety are 
due to be reported by September and 
this information can be reported to the 
Committee in November. 
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Outcomes: 

 The Portfolio Holder was requested to consider that there is a need 
for the various Boards under Community Safety to link back to the 
Public Service Board. 

 The Committee to receive information on the following: 

 Reoffending statistics and perpetrator programme. 

 List of boards. 

 20mph limits 
 Active travel – cyclist safety 

 Trading Standards and Noise 

 Substance Misuse Strategy – assessment criteria  

 That the performance measures for Community Safety be reported to 
the next meeting in November, 2021. 

 

5.  MEMBER AND OFFICER WORKING GROUPS  

 
The Committee agreed to establish the following Member and Officer Working 
Groups: 
 
(i) Developments and Phosphates in rivers 
 

Membership – County Councillors Matthew Dorrance, Jackie Charlton and 
Jeremy Pugh. 

 
(ii) County Farms 
 

Membership – County Councillors Gareth Jones, Jonathan Wilkinson, 
Linda Corfield, David Evans, Diane Jones-Poston, and Matthew Dorrance 
(observer) 

 
(iii) Buying up Private Sector Housing 
 

Membership – County Councillors David Selby, Jeremy Pugh, Kelvyn 
Curry, Jackie Charlton and Matthew Dorrance. 

 

6.  SCRUTINY WORK PROGRAMME  

 
The Committee noted that meetings of the Committee would be held as follows: 
 

06-09-21 
 

10.00 - 12.30 
Teams Live 

 Leadership and apprenticeship  

 Child Poverty.  
 Recycling Update 

18-10-21 
 

14.00 - 16.00 
Teams Live 

 Performance Q2 + Risk 

 Finance Q2 + budget efficiency savings 

29-11-21 
 

 Crime and Disorder / Community Safety Review / 
Community Safety Partnership 
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10.00 - 12.00 
Teams Live 

 

7.  EXEMPT ITEM  

 
RESOLVED to exclude the public for the following item of business on the 
grounds that there would be disclosure to them of exempt information under 
category 3 of The Local Authorities (Access to Information) (Variation) (Wales) 
Order 2007). 

 

8.  MOVING ON UP  

 
Documents Considered: 

 Confidential report of the Portfolio Holder for Economic Development, 
Planning and Housing. 

 
Issues Discussed: 

 Proposal for the redesign of the Council's Housing Service. 
 
Outcomes: 

 The Committee agreed a number of observations and 
recommendations for consideration by the Cabinet. 

 
County Councillor M J Dorrance (Chair) 


